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SOUTH VIETNAM WEEKLY INDICATORS 


1968-1970 

Weekly average for each month 


APRIL -AUGUST 1970 

Weekly data as reported 
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US BATTLE DEATHS 

August 


continued to decline 
as only 55 were reported 
versus last week's 69. 
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SOUTH VIETNAMESE BATTLE DEATHS 
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INFILTRATORS DETECTED IN PIPELINE 

June July August 



dropped sharply to 150 from 
last week's 257. This week's 
reported total is the lowest 
since July 1969. The official 
total will change as late reports 
are received and will be lower 
than the f igures released to the 
press by the GVN. 


stand at zero for the week. 
The total number of infil- 
trators since 23 October 1969 
remains at 64,000 - 65,500. 
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ENEMY-INITIATED INCIDENTS 

July August 



decreased to 567 after last 
week's rise to 671. 
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ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION 

July August 



dropped to 1 ,055, the lowest 
total since the week of 
13 July 1968. Last week's 
total was 1 ,924 vice the 3,1 86 
from preliminary field 
reporting. 


_ measured by the percentage 
of enemy killed by RVN forces 
declined to 63% from last 
week's adjusted figure of 73%. 
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Statistics for the latest week shown are preliminary 
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Enemy Activity 

Following last week's action in Quang Tri Province, combat activity 
in South Vietnam fell to its lowest level in several m °nths, resul g 
in very light casualties on both sides. Magor enemy units continue to 
threaten U S and ARVN positions in Quang Tri , however, and renewed 
ttere^uld occur at any time. There are 
that the Communists are preparing to launch tneir mont y g P 
in Military Region (MR) 4 sometime before the end of J^gust. Y h 

"hiahnoint" will probably consist of an increased number of ln Y . 

f5re Stacks together with isolated ground attacks against pacification 

targets. 

In Laos, as of 24 August heavy rain was hampering Royal ?°^ n_ 

, r v nq i V p activity on all fronts. In MR II, RLG guerrillas 

hSi lifted into enemy territory on 18 August were battling to recover 
a Position lost on 21 August when North Vietnamese Army troops launched 

a vigorous counterattack. In the south, friendly arpSnemy 

hold their ground on the Bolovens Plateau (MR IV) against sharp enemy 
attacks? MR III was quiet while a four-battalion sweep operation in 
MR I found and destroyed a small enemy ammunition cache and a rice- 
denial operation in MR V was successfully concluded. 

In Cambodia this week, the Communists exerted their £ reS_ 

sure to date on Phnom Penh as government positions n ® a ^ Tamea , 

only 15 kilometers northeast of the capital, were unsuc liahtly 

assaulted and another site, three kilometers to the east , J-^g e 
mortared. Fresh government troops have now cleared the . ■ 

the attacking enemy forces have been dispersed, there is continuing 
concern SS tSfcomunists intend further offensive actron gcund.the 

■i_ v FI se where no maior enemy activity occurred, but 
continue to harass by fire the towns of Kompong Cham, Kompong Thom, 

£isrrnSr?Lri P ssrsrssSf=rir.sssrssfattached. 

Enemy Infiltration 

The low level of personnel infiltration continues as no new south- 
bound g?oips were detected during the week The -filtration total 
since 23 October 1969 remains at an estimated 64,000 65,500. 

.orth^SSsSiSSS SSSSrtnTaS oSrftSns 

ILsf sissiKnSrin^srjsitSfc s ss s %?- 

“S ssLSoSsas irsrsihiSuSrsrsss “»s, 6^ .™ r 

SSaSoi SeSSL. will have to assume greater strategro importance to 
the enemy than ever before. 

South Vietnam Developments 

President Thieu has asked the chairman of the Senate to convene a 

t£ e SnSjieL 

SdS^S’Jir^sSiS 1 r t- -- — 

SSSkg . ■TStSLg’S.Wl.?’ £S*3 rSLin unchanged , 

nnr -j rate would bo applied to personal purchases of piasters by 
foreicn n ionaS" it exports, and to some imports. Legal experts dis- 
agree over what remaining portions of the economic reform Program could 
constitutionally be instituted by decree, although tax changes^ar _ 

sit ion 1 in thfSatfto ^SJi^S^SrneceMary emergency powers , 

^t?cSirii°L^d U p^^^se^s^ o?c?r? C wS ^esult;in t an_ 

ship? S further C damage 1 execuSve-legis lative^relations^and provide oppo- 
sition groups with a new, politically explosive issue. 

The latest reshuffling of regional (formerly corps) co ^ and ®t a 
should result in improved military leadership. General u , 9 

«g«derM»??»pt P .nd incompatant, has finally baan 
commander of ME 2, and will be replaced W Mu, the praeent 

commander of MR 4. Dzu, who also has a good combat reco , 
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reportedly chosen because of the effective pacification program he 
implemented in the Mekong Delta, and his talents ^V£eL°recLtly chal- 
to advantage in MR 2 where pacification progress has been be replaced 
lenged by the Communists in several key provinces. Dzu will be replace 
bv the widely respected General Truong, commander of the ARVN 1st 
Division Both Dzu and Truong are natives of Js? ' 

Another promising young officer, General Phu, will tak prov i nce s 

Division, which plays a key role in the defense of the two prov 


just south of the DMZ . 
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